
The Creativity Index: Developing a Scalable Library Space Study Model
Introduction: In January 2020, librarians from a large, academic research 
library and researchers from the university’s interior design department, 
developed a survey with a “creativity matrix” that featured adjective pairs to 
examine student views of how a library environment feels, and thereby how it 
supports the creative process. Combined with open-text questions, the survey 
offered a measurable view of conditions that students desire with tangible 
characteristics that future renovations can easily incorporate. 

Question: How do library spaces facilitate innovative research, 
creative thinking, and problem-solving? 

Theoretical 
Framework

Theoretical Frameworks used:

Methods included an online survey, student & employee
focus groups, a space use analysis & employee designs for future space designs.
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