Project
A librarian and an instructional designer
provided support for students’ creation of eportfolios for 6 sections of HON 200B:
Freshman-Sophomore Seminar: The University
(125 students). We taught students about:
• E-portfolio layout
• Finding/citing images
• Storyboarding

• Visual design
• Lectora software
• Oral presentation

At the end of the semester, students
presented their e-portfolios. A four-category
rubric was used to evaluate the presentations.

Use of a Rubric to Assess Student
Learning in an E-Portfolio Project

Winners show off their awards.

The Dean of Libraries presented awards
and bookstore gift certificates to the
students who created the best e-portfolios
in several categories:
• Best Presentation
• Best in Class
• Best Content
• Best Visual Design
• Best Implementation of a Theme
• Best of the Best

Average ratings for all students are shown in
percentages below:
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Use of the Rubric
The rubric allowed several raters to
consistently judge the quality of students’
presentations of their e-portfolios. Projects
were rated on organization and
content, visual quality,
verbal delivery, and
presentation style. There
were 32 total points
divided among the four
categories.
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Overall

Students showed much improvement over the
previous year in skills related to oral
presentation, image citation, and theme
implementation, but more improvement is still
needed in visual design.

Multiple Literacies
The assessment showed that students gained
proficiency in a number of visual literacy
learning outcomes which are outlined in the
ACRL Visual Literacy Competency Standards
for Higher Education:
1. Uses creativity to
incorporate existing
image content into
new visual products
2. Integrates images
into projects
purposefully with
attention to meaning,
aesthetic criteria,
visual impact, and
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audience
3. Edits images as appropriate for quality,
layout, display (e.g., cropping, color,
contrast)

Implications
Librarians can use rubrics as a valuable
assessment tool when they design learning
opportunities that incorporate information
literacy with media, visual, and oral
communication skills.

