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Purchase 
Orders 

• Purchase Order Categories: Approval, Firm 

• Dates, Vendors 

Line Items 

• Line Item Data: Price, Status (e.g. received, in-process) 

• Link to Bibliographic and Holdings Data 

Bibs & 
Holdings 

• Bib Data: Title, Author, Publisher, Format 

• Holdings Data: Library Location, Classification 

Items & 
Usage 

• Items links Bibs & Holdings to Usage Data 

• Usage Data: Circulation Date, User Status (e.g. Undergraduate, Graduate, Faculty) 

Data Wrangling 



Yale University Library 

Monograph Collection Growth 
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Shift in Buying Patterns 

2003 

Approvals 
54% 

Firm Orders 
46% 

2016 

Approvals 
88% 

Firm Orders 
12% 



Yale University Library 

Circulation Trends 
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Yale University Library 
All Approval Plans 
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Yale University Library 
Approvals: Western Europe 
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Yale University Library 
Approvals & Firm Orders: Western Europe 
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Yale University Library 
Approvals: US, UK, Canada 
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Yale University Library 
Approvals & Firm Orders: US, UK, Canada 
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Borrow Direct Borrowing at Yale 

Are borrowed items also held at Yale? 

54% 

46% No Local Item Found 

Local Item Found 

Items Borrowed 2011-2016 



Borrow Direct Borrowing at Yale 

What are the most popular subjects? 
Local Item Found No Local Item Found 

N - Fine Arts 16,822 57% 43% 

D - History (except America) 25,549 58% 42% 

B - Philosophy, Psychology, Religion 31,260 62% 38% 

H - Social Sciences 35,599 55% 45% 

P - Language & Literature 47,174 57% 43% 

Items Borrowed 2011-2016 



Patron Purchase Requests 

the Amazon effect 

54% 



Collaborative 
Collection 

Development 

• Resource sharing data 

• Collections overlap analysis 

Patron Purchase 
Requests 

• Which requests will come on approval eventually?  

• Which requests would be difficult to capture on an approval profile? 

E-preferred Approval 

• Publishers, subject coverage, pricing 

• Usage statistics 

Shelf Life 

• If it hasn’t circulated by now… 

• Variations by subject 

Global Acquisitions 

• Approval plans – or other models - for other regions and countries? 

Further Directions 


