Data is a powerful means of understanding the strengths and effectiveness of library collections. Our research used three streams of data to try to

EVE RY NUMBER TELLS a STO RY: answer these questions. Analyzing our data will help us make the best decisions about accessioning, de-accessioning, library consolidations, reference and
USI N G DATA fo r c o 1L1LE CTION instruction. In particular, we focused on the following questions:

 How well do our collections meet our researcher’s needs in relative as well as absolute terms?
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Analysis of English language books added at Stanford and Berkeley in
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3. Citation Analysis of Dissertations Be cautious what you cancel; others may need it.

The top 10 cited journals show interdisciplinary use.

Have we sacrificed books in favor of journals? (Yellow highlights indicate psychology titles)

: . . . Be careful when withdrawing older material.
\X/e own 98% of journals cited in dissertations, but 82% of books. g

It was cited much more frequently than we expected.
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Take a guess about YOUR library
Grab a set of stickers and answer the following questions
In your school’s recent dissertations, what percentage
of citations are to journals?
0 0 100°
What percent of materials cited does your library own!? 0% 5% 50% 15% /
o
% What percent of overlap does your collection
OverlSEy have with your nearest peer library? Susan Edwards, Head, Education Psychology and Social Welfare Libraries, University of California, Berkeley
— Lynn Jones, Reference and Instruction Librarian, Doe and Moffitt Libraries, University of California, Berkeley
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