
EVERY NUMBER TELLS a STORY: 

USING DATA for COLLECTION 

DECISIONS 

Data is a powerful means of understanding the strengths and effectiveness of library collections.  Our research used three streams of data to try to 

answer these questions.  Analyzing our data will help us make the best decisions about accessioning, de-accessioning, library consolidations, reference and 

instruction.  In particular, we focused on the following questions: 

• How well do our collections meet our researcher’s needs in relative as well as absolute terms? 

• What is the mix of journals to books cited in dissertations,  by discipline?  

• How old is the material being cited?  

• Should we increase shared collection development with our nearest peer research library? 

• If we close libraries, which consolidations make the most sense in terms of access to books? 
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3. Citation Analysis of Dissertations 

What percent of materials cited does your library own? 

What percent of overlap does your collection  

have with your nearest peer library? 

In your school’s recent dissertations, what percentage 

of citations are to journals? 

Take a guess about YOUR library 
Grab a set of stickers and answer the following questions 

owned by UCB 

Be careful when withdrawing older material. 

 It was cited much more frequently than we expected. 
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Publication year of cited books and journals

Blue bars represent data for 

 multiple years. Continue to buy 

backfiles, especially 

in psychology 

 

Off-site storage 

and digital copies 

of books are 

important. 

  

  Education Psychology Social Welfare 

1 

 Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology 
 Neuroimage Child Development 

2 
 Child Development 

 Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology 

Developmental 

Psychology 

3 

 Journal of Educational 

Psychology 
 Journal of Neuroscience 

Children and Youth 

Services Review 

4  Developmental Psychology  Nature American Psychologist 

5 

 Journal of Research in 

Science Teaching 
 Neuropsychologia 

Development and 

Psychopathology 

6 

 Journal of the Learning 

Sciences 
 Nature Neuroscience 

American Sociological 

Review 

7 

 Reading Research 

Quarterly 
 Neuron Child Abuse & Neglect 

8 

 American Educational 

Research   Journal 
 Science Child Welfare 

9 

 Applied Psychological 

Measurement 

 Journal of Cognitive  

Neuroscience 
Future of Children 

10 
 Educational Psychologist 

Journal of 

Neurophysiology 

Journal of Consulting & 

Clinical Psychology 

    

Faculty 

(FTE) 

  

Under

grad  

Majors 

  

Masters’ 

and PhD 

students 

  

Dissertations  

in sample 

  

Citations  

in sample 

Education 40 
Minor 

only 
372 57 1340 

Psychology 35 703 109 28 644 

Social 

Welfare 
23 324 234 22 741 

       Total 107 2725 

Project Methodologies 

 

1. Analysis of Overlap with Peer: OCLC WorldCat Collection 

Analysis of English language books added at Stanford and Berkeley in 

the LC classifications of Education and Psychology 2006-2011. 

 

2. Library Usage Analysis: Special report by Library Systems 

Office on the number of books checked out by departmental 

affiliation of graduate students and faculty, cross tabulated by library, 

at one point in time (March 2012). 

 

3. Citation analysis: E-dissertations from Education and 

Psychology in 2009-10 and Social Welfare 2009- Spring 2011. 

Systematic sample with a random start, 95% confidence interval, ± 

3%. 

Susan Edwards, Head, Education Psychology and Social Welfare Libraries, University of California, Berkeley 

Lynn Jones, Reference and Instruction Librarian, Doe and Moffitt Libraries, University of California, Berkeley 

Lyn Paleo, MPA, DrPH, Evaluation Research and Training 

Be cautious what you cancel; others may need it. 

 The top 10 cited journals show interdisciplinary use. 

(Yellow highlights indicate psychology titles) 
 

Median Age (years) 

Books Journals 

Education 10 10 

Psychology 8 8 

Social 

Welfare 

11 10 

100% 0% 50% 25% 75% 

Demographics and sample 

free online 

books 

journals 

median cites per dissertation 115 

168 

118 

Education Psychology Social Welfare 

Need more 

books, better 

targeted, for 

Social Welfare.  

 

Slightly 

reallocate from 

serials to books 

for Education. 

 

Explore e-books 

with Psychology 

(do they want 

books  just not 

in print  format?) 

Have we sacrificed books in favor of journals? 

We own 98% of journals cited in dissertations, but 82% of books. 

books added 2011 

1. Analysis of Overlap with Peer 

Stanford 

Berkeley 

1014 

1351 

583 

583 

57% of Berkeley’s  

English-language 

education and 

psychology  

monographs are 

also owned by 

Stanford. 

0%

50%

100%

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Overlap with Stanford has decreased. 

Overlap titles  are important to 

have locally. 

 

No national benchmarks for 

overlap percentage. 

 

Need further exploration of drop 

in relative  

book purchasing by Berkeley 

versus Stanford . 

A key factor for mergers should be access to books. 

Who uses which libraries? Usage by discipline by library 

59% Education-Psychology 

Main 

Social Welfare 

Business 

Anthropology 

Public Health 

Environmental Design 

Biosciences 
0% 

1% 

0% 

2% 

3% 

1% 

37% 

56% 

3% 

0% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

34% 

0% 

1% 

3% 

2% 

8% 

42% 

30% 

14% 

                                      

Libraries 

Books 

borrowed by 
Psychology n=436 

 

Education  n=2,087 Social Welfare  n=1,055 

Education uses books 

heavily, almost all from 

Education Psychology 

and Main. 

 

After its own Library, 

Social Welfare uses 

Main and then 

Education Psychology . 

 

Little overlap between 

Psychology and 

Biosciences. 

 

Little collection affinity 

with Public Health 

2. Library Usage Analysis 


